NOTICE OF SURPLUS DETERMINATION GOVERNMENT PROPERTY
U.S.D.A. AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH SERVICE
2021 SOUTH PEACH AVENUE
FRESNO, CALIFORNIA 93727
GSA CONTROL NO. 9-A-CA-1578
October 27, 2004

Notice is hereby given that the above-mentioned property has been determined to be surplus Government property and available for disposal pursuant to certain provisions contained in 40 U.S.C 101 et seq., the Property Act. 
The property consists of approximately 50 acres and has two parcels separated by a 60 foot wide

Southern Pacific Railroad parcel.  The northerly parcel contains 19.49 acres and the southerly parcel contains 29.55 acres.  Both are rectangular in shape. The northerly parcel contains 4-5 acres of development with numerous structures, both permanent and removable.  There are three permanent buildings constructed in the 1930’s.  These consist of an old house which was the administrative office and two, one-to-two story structures used as mostly laboratories and small offices.  There is also a 1,260 SF warehouse structure.  The remainders of the structures are all pre-manufactured mobile structures moved to the property, some joined together, and all used for laboratory and small office functions.  Other improvements on the property include greenhouses, loading docks, and shelters and storage sheds.
The property does not meet current seismic standards or comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act.  The property is located in a 100-year floodplain.  This property may have historical, architectural, archeological or cultural significance and is eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places.  During preliminary visual inspection, probable non-friable asbestos-containing materials (ACM) was noted in floor tiles, ceiling tiles throughout the site, and in the wallboard, joint tape and taping compound.  Probable friable ACM was noted in the acoustical hanging ceilings.  There are PG&E owned pole and pad mounted transformers on the property.  PG&E identified the pad-mounted transformers as non PCB-containing equipment.  Two of the pole-mounted transformers were labeled and marked as not containing PCBs.  Three of the pole-mounted transformers were not marked.  Fluorescent lights with potential PCB ballast were observed in the laboratories and office spaces.  Based on the age of the on-site structures, it is likely that lead based paint is present in the on-site buildings.  
This property is offered “AS IS” and “WHERE IS” without representation, warranty, or guaranty as to quantity, quality, title, character, condition, size, or kind, or that the same is in condition or fit to be used for the purpose for which intended.
The U. S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) has determined that the property is suitable for possible use for facilities to assist the homeless under the Stewart B. McKinney Homeless Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 11411), as amended.  Proposals to assist the homeless will be granted a priority of consideration.  Other public benefit uses of the property will be subject to a determination from the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) that (1) there are no expressions of interest for the property to assist the homeless or (2) there are no applications or no applications has been approved for homeless assistance.  GSA will not act on other requests for the property until a final determination from HHS has been received.
The applicable regulations provide that public agencies (non-Federal) shall be allowed a reasonable period of time to submit a formal application for surplus real property in which they may be interested.  Disposal of these properties may be made to public agencies for the public uses stated below whenever the Government determines that the properties are available for such uses, and that disposal thereof is authorized by the statute cited and applicable regulations:

STATUTE




TYPE OF DISPOSAL

40 U.S.C.S 545 (b)(8)



Negotiated sale to public bodies for public 

purposes generally;

40 U.S.C.S 550 (c)



Educational facility use;

40 U.S.C.S 550 (d)



Protection of Public Health, including 

research and drug rehabilitation use;

40 U.S.C.S 550 (e)



Public parks and public recreation areas;

40 U.S.C.S 553 
Correctional facility, law enforcement or emergency management response purposes;

40 U.S.C.S 550 (f)(3)
Self-help housing;

40 U.S.C.S 553 
Law Enforcement and Emergency Management Response Purposes (including fire and rescue);

If any public agency desires to acquire the property under any of the cited statutes, notice thereof in writing must be filed not later than 20 days after the date of this notice with the:

Director

Property Disposal Division (9PR)

General Services Administration

450 Golden Gate Avenue, 4th Floor East

San Francisco, CA  94102-3400

(415) 522-3420.

Such notice shall:

1. Disclose the contemplated use of the property.

2. Contain a citation of the applicable statute under which the public agency desires to procure the property.

3. Disclose the nature of the interest, if an interest less than fee title to the property is contemplated.

4. State the length of time required to develop and submit a formal application for the property (where a payment to the Government is required under the statute, include a statement as to whether funds are available and, if not, the period required to obtain funds).

5. Give the reason for the time required to develop and submit a formal application.

Upon receipt of such written notice, the public agency applicant shall be promptly informed concerning the period of time that will be allowed for submission of a formal application.  In the absence of such written notice, or in the event a public use proposal is not approved, the regulations issued pursuant to authority contained in 40 U.S.C 101 et seq., the Property Act provide for offering the property for public sale.

Any planning for the stated public uses of the property sought to be acquired subject to a public benefit allowance or negotiated sale must be coordinated with the appropriate Federal agency listed below.  Sponsoring agencies may reject an application for a variety of reasons including any requirements composed by the Government.

Any planning for surplus property sought to be acquired for educational use must be coordinated with the Department of Education.  An application form to acquire property for an educational use and instructions for the preparation and submission of an application may be obtained from:



Mr. David Hakola, Director

Real Property Group

U.S. Department of Education



400 Maryland Ave. SW, Room 2E117


Washington, DC 20202-4553



(202) 401-0506

Any planning for a public health use of property sought to be acquired subject to a public benefit allowance must be coordinated with the Department of Health and Human Services.  An application form to acquire property for public health and drug rehabilitation purposes, and instructions for the preparation and submission of an application may be obtained from:

Department of Health and Human Services



ATTN: Heather Ransom, Director

Division of Property Management



Parklawn Building



5600 Fishers Lane, Room 5B-41


Rockville, MD 20857
(301) 443-5283

Any planning for public park or recreational use of property sought to be acquired subject to a public benefit allowance must be coordinated with the National Park Service.  An application form to acquire property for park or recreational purposes, and instructions for the preparation and submission of an application may be obtained from:

Mr. Gary Munsterman

Federal Lands to Parks Program

National Park Service

1111 Jackson Street, Suite 700

Oakland, CA 94607-4807

(510) 817-1445

Any planning for surplus property sought to be acquired for correctional use and/ or law enforcement and/or emergency management response purposes must be coordinated with the Department of Justice.  An application form to acquire property for correctional use and instructions for the preparation and submission of an application may be obtained from:

Dr. Richard Sutton

U.S. Department of Justice

Bureau of Justice Assistance

810 7th Street, NW Room 4424

Washington, DC  20531



(202) 616-3214

Any planning for self-help housing use of property sought to be acquired subject to a public benefit allowance must be coordinated with the Department of Housing and Urban Development.  An application form to acquire property for self-help housing purposes, and instructions for the preparation and submission of an application may be obtained from:


Ms. Janet Goolrick


Program Advisor, Office of Multi-Family Housing


Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD)


451 7th Street, SW, Room 6106


Washington, DC 20410



(202) 708-0614 ex. 3998

Any planning to acquire the property for emergency management response use sought through a public benefit allowance must be coordinated with the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) at the following address:



Bill (Cheri) Smith, Management Analyst



Federal Emergency Management Agency



Operations Support Directorate, Support Services



500 C Street, SW, Room 325A



Washington, DC 20472



(202) 646-3383

Application forms or instructions to acquire property for all other public use requirements may be obtained from:



Mr. Clark Van Epps, Director



Property Disposal Division (9PR)



U.S. General Services Administration



450 Golden Gate Avenue, 4th Floor East



San Francisco, CA 94102-3434



(415) 522-3420

Upon receipt of such written notices, the public agency shall be promptly informed concerning the period of time that will be allowed for submission of a formal application.  In the absence of such written notice, or in the event a public use proposal is not approved, the regulations issued pursuant to authority contained in 40 U.S.C 101 et seq., the Property Act provide for offering the property for sale.
If any public agency considers that the proposed disposal of this property is incompatible with its developmental plans and programs, notice of such incompatibility must be forwarded to the aforementioned address within the same timeframe prescribed above.
More information about this property may be obtained by contacting Ms. Dottie Gomez, Realty Officer, GSA Property Disposal Division (9PR), 450 Golden Gate Ave., 4th Floor East, San Francisco, CA 94102-3434; Email dottie.gomez@gsa.gov or Telephone (415) 522-3427.  

Toll-free (888) GSA-LAND  [1-888-472-5263].
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