UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT PROPERTY

NOTICE OF DETERMINATION OF HOMELESS SUITABILITY

U.S.D. A. AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH SERVICE
2021 SOUTH PEACH AVENUE
FRESNO, CALIFORNIA 93727
GSA CONTROL NO. 9-A-CA-1578
HUD PROPERTY NO.  54200430023
October 19, 2004

Notice is hereby given that the above-mentioned property has been determined suitable by the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) for homeless use.  The property was published as suitable in the October 8, 2004 Federal Register.  

The property consists of approximately 50 acres and has two parcels separated by the Southern Pacific Railroad.  The northerly parcel contains 19.49 acres and the southerly parcel contains 29.55 acres.  Both are rectangular in shape. The northerly parcel contains 4-5 acres of development with numerous structures, both permanent and removable.  There are three permanent buildings constructed in the 1930’s.  These consist of an old house which was the administrative office and two, one-to-two story structures used as mostly laboratories and small offices.  There is also a 1,260 SF warehouse structure.  The remainders of the structures are all pre-manufactured mobile structures moved to the property, some joined together, and all used for laboratory and small office functions.  Other improvements on the property include greenhouses, loading docks, and shelters and storage sheds.

The property is located at 2021 South Peach Avenue, Fresno, California 93727.  The property does not meet current seismic standards or comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act.  The property is located in a 100-year floodplain.  This property may have historical, architectural, archeological or cultural significance and is eligible for listing on the National register of Historic Places.  In addition,  during preliminary visual inspection,  it was noted probable Asbestos-containing materials (ACMS) in floor tiles throughout this site, probable friable asbestos in the acoustical hanging ceiling, and probable non-friable asbestos in the wallboard and joint tape and taping compound.  Evidence of pole and pad mounted transformers as potential PCB- containing equipment was observed on-site.  These are PG&E owned transformers.  PG&E identified the pad-mounted transformers as non PCB-containing equipment; two of the pole-mounted transformers were labeled and marked as non containing PCBs.  Three of the pole-
mounted transformers were not marked.  Fluorescent lights with potential PCB ballast 
were observed in the laboratories and office spaces.  Based on the age of the on-site structures, it is likely that lead based paint is present in the on-site buildings.  

To inspect the property, please contact Ms. Denise Chambers, U.S.D.A. 559.596.2960. Under the Stewart B. McKinney Homeless Assistance Act (McKinney Act), public bodies and eligible nonprofit organizations concerned with providing assistance to the homeless may apply to lease Government property determined suitable by HUD for homeless use.  Also, states and their political subdivisions and instrumentalities, tax-supported institutions, and nonprofit institutions which have been held exempt from taxation under Section 501(c)(3) of the 1954 Internal Revenue Code may apply to acquire

Government property determined suitable by HUD for homeless use by deed under Section 203(k) of the Federal Property and Administrative Services Act of 1949, as amended.  Interested parties will have sixty (60)- calendar days from October 8, 2004 (the date that the property notice was published in the Federal Register) to submit a written expression of interest and obtain necessary application instructions from the 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS).  Public bodies and eligible nonprofit organizations wishing to apply for the property should contact:

Heather Ransom, Director

Division of Property Management

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 

Room 5B-41 Parklawn Building

5600 Fishers Lane

Rockville, Maryland 20857

Phone:  (301) 443-2265

The General Services Administration (GSA) administers a program for the donation of Federal surplus personal property through a network of State Agencies for Surplus Property.  A pamphlet describing the surplus property will be included in the application package provided by HHS.

In order for this information to be disseminated as widely as possible, we request that you provide a copy of this notice to any other public body or nonprofit organization concerned with providing assistance to the homeless.

It should be noted that interest might have been expressed by Federal, State, and local governmental units and eligible nonprofit institutions in acquiring the property for other public uses.  Occupied property is subject to current occupants vacating the property according to schedule.   Other restrictions may also apply.
More information about the property may be obtained by contacting: 

Dottie Gomez
Realty Specialist

Property Disposal Division (9PRD)

U.S. General Services Administration

450 Golden Gate Avenue, 4th Floor-East

San Francisco, CA 94102-3434

Phone:  (415) 522-3427
Fax:  (415) 522-3213

E-mail:  dottie.gomez@gsa.gov
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